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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^| Responsive to communication(s) filed on 29 January 2008 . 
2a )£3 This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 1,2 and 6 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1,2 and 6 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) L~H The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office action is responsive to the amendment filed on January 29, 2008, 
which has been entered in the above identified application. 

2. The pending claims 1 , 2 and 6 are examined and finally rejected herein as 
follows. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed January 29, 2008 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The applicant allegedly argues that Sim does not disclose a method 
of transmitting data. In contrast to the applicant's alleged argument, Sim discloses a 
method of transmitting (Figs. 5, and 6A-6B) and receiving (Figs. 7, and 8A-8B) image 
information or graphic data using the data transmitting and receiving apparatus (or 
digital mobile station) of Fig. 2. 

The applicant also argues that Sim does not disclose temporarily storing the 
image file included in SMS message in the memory, and storing the image file after 
assigning it a name in accordance with a receiving user request, as recited in Claim 1 . 
Sim's digital mobile station discloses a memory 23 that includes a volatile memory (for 
example, RAM) and a non-volatile memory (for example, flash memory or EEPROM), 
and performs the storage of a program for controlling the whole operation of the digital 
mobile station. Sim also discloses that the digital mobile station having a graphic data 
storage section 38 that is implemented by a flash memory. Sim also described once 
the received data is decoded, the decoded data is stored (temporarily) in the specified 
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storage regions of the graphic data storage section 38 (par. 61-62). It is typical, an item 
or object to be saved or stored in a memory location requires identifier/name. 

Having fully addressed the applicant's arguments, the rejection is still maintained and it 

is FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Sim, Seng-Wook et al (European Patent Application Publication No. EP 1039 768 
A2) in view of Deluca (US 5,784,001 ). 

Mobile messaging encompasses a number of technologies and services enabling 
the exchange of messages between mobile users. The present invention is an 
improvement over the existing mobile messaging, that is, Short Messaging Service 
(SMS). The service allows the transfer of short text messages between mobile users. 
Similarly, Sim et al (EP 1 039 768 A2) is also directed to the same invention. 
Consequently Sim et al also anticipates the claims of the current invention. 



With regard to claim 1 : 
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As illustrated in Figs. 5, 6A and 6B and as described in paragraphs [0051]- 
[0058], Sim discloses a method similar with the present invention, that is, Sim discloses 
a method of transmitting data, such as graphic data (using a data transmitting apparatus 
of Fig. 2) for a digital mobile phone using a short message service (SMS). The method 
of Sim also discloses data storage section for storing the transmitted and received short 
message service blocks (Fig. 2, #28, [0025], [0032]). 

The method also discloses selecting and reading out the graphic data out of a 
plurality of stored graphic data for transmission (Sim, paragraphs 52 and 53). 

The method also discloses views illustrating the display state, displaying the 
selected image file on a display of the mobile phone (see Fig. 9A, the third screen, 
wherein the selected [1]: A is displayed for read out, also see paragraphs 52-53). 

The method also discloses confirming the displayed image by marking or 
selecting the graphic data, e.g., the selection [1]: A, the user desires to transmit to 
another device (Fig. 9 A, third screen, paragraphs 53-54). As illustrated in Fig. 9, the 
user accepts or confirms the displayed graphic data to be transmitted to the 
indicated/displayed destination. 

The method also discloses inputting (or accepting) originating and terminating 
(destination) phone numbers in which information is exchanged (Sim, paragraph 52). 

The method further discloses transmitting the SMS message having graphic data 
and header information (or user data) for indicating (or visually recognize) to the 
receiver phone the type of data received (Sim, paragraph 54). 
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As illustrated in Figs. 7, 8A and 8A and as described in paragraphs [0059]- 
[0067], Sim discloses a method similar with the present invention, that is, Sim discloses 
a method of receiving data, such as graphic data (using a data receiving apparatus of 
Fig. 3) for a digital mobile phone using a short message service (SMS). As described in 
the above paragraphs, especially in paragraph 61, Sim describes the receiving step 
recited in the claim, receiving the transmitted SMS message having data of the image 
file or graphic data and the header information (as shown in Fig. 4) in the received 
mobile phone having memory (fig. 3, #33) for storing image file. Sim also describes, 
especially in paragraph 62, storing the received graphic data in permanent storage 
location (e.g., memory 33). 

Furthermore, while Sim describes detecting whether graphic data transmission 
headers are included in the received SMS blocks and storing such graphic data in 
flash memory (38) or temporary storage section 38 (par. 46) if detected, Sim, however 
is silent in notifying or alerting the user and displaying a predetermined icon for such 
the detected graphic data . 

However, it is known in the art, upon receipt of an incoming call or message, to 
alert the user of the mobile device. For example, the mobile device may display a 
small envelope icon upon receipt of a voicemail or SMS message, and may be set to 
ring if it receives and incoming call. 

For example, Deluca discloses a method and apparatus for presenting graphic 
messages in a data communication receiver. Deluca describes that once the data 
communication receiver has decoded and stored a message, message reception is 
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announced to the user by, for example, an alert such as an audible tone or 
predetermined icon (column 1, lines 14-27). 

Deluca and Sim are analogous art because they are from the same field of 
endeavor, presenting graphic messages in a data communication receiver (mobile 
phone). At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art to combine Deluca's received graphic message alert mechanism with 
Sim's detected graphic message because as graphic messages are detected in the 
header user is alerted e.g., via iconic display a presence of graphical messages in the 
SMS header, so that the alert mechanism serves as a feedback to the user. Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to combine Deluca with Sim to obtain the invention as 
specified in claim 1 . 

With regard to claim 2: 

Sim in view of Deluca further discloses transmitting the graphic data in a plurality 
of repeated (successive) SMS message block (Fig. 4) if the data amount of the graphic 
data is judged to exceed the final bit allowed for the SMS block (Sim, Figs. 6A and 6B, 
paragraphs 25, 39, and 57). 

With regard to claim 6: 

As shown in Fig. 9, Sim in view of Deluca further discloses, a display section 21 
that is a user interface device for displaying the whole state of the digital mobile station 
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and input/select numerals and characters for managing image folder of the transmitted 
graphic data (Sim, par. 33, Fig. 9A). 

CONCLUSION 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

6. Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of 
record in the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
specified citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and Figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed 
by the examiner. 
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7. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
patent application information retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
application may be obtained from either Private -PAIR or Public-PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private-PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, please see pair-direct.uspto.gov web site. 
Should you have questions regarding access to the PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (571) 272- 

4051 . The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:30 - 7:00 ET. If attempts 

to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, Doon 

Chow, can be reached at (571 ) 272-7767 Art Unit 2173. 

(Examiner Tadesse HaiCu 

Art Unit 2173 - Operator Interface 

3/27/08 

/Tadesse Hailu/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2173 



